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Daniela Strigl

IN DEFIANCE
An Inquiry into a Conflicted Quality

From Karl Kraus and Michael Kohlhaas to stubbornness and The Taming of the Shrew: Daniela

Strigl explores the crucial importance of defiance.

A defiant person is one who clings to something unreasonable, sometimes against their better judgement. Defiance is associated

with stubbornness, obstinacy, and yet it’s also a prerequisite for resistance: to defy someone is to resist them, which may include

those with more power. In this essay, Daniela Strigl grapples with the historical and literary phenomenon of rebellion against

authority. Troublemakers may have a bad name and ‘lateral thinking’ is perhaps increasingly discredited these days, but mavericks

still command our respect. Free-thinking women, in particular, have long been considered especially provocative. But does all this

make defiance a virtue? And doesn’t art in a hostile environment depend on defiance?
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